
   The Western Breeze 

February, 2022 

Issue 2 

W E S T E R N  H I L L S  H I G H  S CH O O L  
C I N C I N N A T I ,  O H I O  

“ H O M E  O F  T H E  M U S T A N G S ”  

 

 By Ciarra Swain, ‘24 
 
   College is an option for some 
people, but for others, it is the best 
option for their future. People 
think of college as High School 
difficulty multiplied by ten, but it's 
not that way for everyone. Some 
may join the military, work, and so 
on, and they are not required to 
attend college. If one does decide 
to attend college, there are a num-
ber of advantages and disad-
vantages that most people are una-
ware of and that would be benefi-
cial to know. 
   The first step to college is prepa-
ration. Every college is different, 
but there are some general things 
you can do to prepare for whichev-
er college you choose.  
   Kara Haddix, an English teacher 
at Western Hills High School dis-
cusses, “College is all on you. 
There is not a group of 7 teachers 
standing outside the doors to tell 
you to get to class, remind you of 
what missing work that you have 
to complete, and tell you that you 
need to step up. You are consid-
ered an adult and have to figure 
much of that out.”  
   Haddix's statement can serve as a 
reminder to students that once they 
graduate from high school, they 
are mostly on their own and must 

hold themselves accountable for 
all of their responsibilities. 
   Furthermore, Meg Groat, another 
ELA teacher at West High, adds to 
the theme of readiness for college.    
Groat states, “You should prepare to 
be self-sufficient. Your professor will 
not remind you when assignments are 
due and many professors do not ac-
cept late assignments. You should 
also make sure that you have health 
care when going to a university. There 
are options for you to have your own 
medical insurance through the univer-
sity you attend, research that and 
make sure your health is taken care of 
once you arrive on campus. Addition-
ally, buy the meal plan to eat in the 
dining halls - there will be times that 
you are unable to cook food because 
your roommates are using the one 
microwave you provided for your 
dorm room. Understand your financial 
situation and any aid or grants you 
received for your education. With 
scholarships, make sure that you un-
derstand the GPA or community ser-
vice requirements to ensure you re-
main in good standing to continue to 
receive any scholarship money you 
are receiving.”  
   These remarks may be useful to 
students who are preparing to enter 
or are already in college. 
   An important aspect of college 
that they do not go into depth 
about is purchasing materials. A 
standard college course requires a 

handful of supplies in order to be 
ready for that class. You would 
think that you know your standard 
supplies for college like note-
books, pencils, pens, and most 
likely a laptop. You are correct but 
there is way more you need to 
know and get for a standard level 
class.  
   Groat goes into depth of what 
supplies you should get to be pre-
pared for college, “A laptop of 
your own that holds decent battery 
charge if you have classes where 
plugs are inaccessible. Plenty of 
notebooks, folders, highlighters, 
and writing utensils. For your first 
year, all of you will be taking a 
math course, you will need to pur-
chase the required calculator. Once 
the syllabus is posted online for 
your courses that you are regis-
tered for, you are required to pur-
chase, rent, or borrow the EXACT 
textbooks listed. If the textbook is 
of a certain generation, make sure 
to rent or purchase the exact gener-
ation. You will also need access to 
a printer, however, you do not usu-
ally need to purchase one - univer-
sity libraries usually have one that 
you can use to print your assign-
ments as needed.” 

   Professors in college are all dif-
ferent. Some may be graceful 
some may not be when it comes to 

grading and class.  
   “They do not care about why you 
didn’t get an assignment done, if you 
don’t do the work and turn it in when 
it is due, they will not give any grace, 
put in that zero and move on,” Anna 
Colyer states, English teacher  
   Groat further elaborates that, “It 
depends on the professor. Students 
can look up the professor on ratemy-
professor.com and see how other stu-
dents have rated this professor. The 
syllabus will explicitly explain the 
grading scale for each assignment and 
the expectations - if you do not under-
stand them, ask your professor in ad-
vance so that you can prepare the as-
signment to the best of your capabil-
ity. Never be afraid to ask questions 
or send an email to clarify an assign-
ment.” 

   All in all, college is unquestionably 
unique to each individual who enrolls; 
you may not have the same experienc-
es or classes as others, but you will 
require the necessary knowledge and 
common sense to succeed. Haddix, 
Groat, and Colyer all concur that none 
of them was prepared to handle the 
magnitude of the tasks at hand on 
their own.  
   Groat has some suggestions for stu-
dents, “A word to the wise -- don't 
purchase a textbook that you are 
able to rent at a lower cost. You 
will need all the money you can 
save to pay off your student loans 
when you graduate.”  

College: what they don’t tell you 

Bengals’ Loss Becomes a Cincinnati Win 

By Carmen Williams, ‘25 
 

 The Cincinnati Bengals are a pro-
fessional American football team 
based in Cincinnati. The Bengals 
were founded May 24, 1967. The 
Bengals compete in the National 
Football League as a member club 
of the league's American Football 
Conference North division.  
   The club's home games are held 
in downtown Cincinnati at Paul 
Brown Stadium. The Bengals head 
coach is Zac Tyler. Their general 
manager is Mike Brown. The Ben-
gals mascot is Bengal tiger (Who 
Dey!). The Bengals fight song is 
the Bengals growl. The Bengals 
had a good game at the 2022 Su-
per Bowl. 
   The Bengals made it to the Su-
per Bowl, and it's been about  33 
years since they went to the Super 
Bowl. The Bengals had a good 
game and a good play. The score 
was ( 23-20 ), and the Bengals  
only lost by 3 points. Even though 
the Bengals did not win the Super 
Bowl, they still made it to the Su-

per Bowl, and that’s the important 
part;  plus there's always next year. 
   At the beginning of  the 1st, and 
second  2nd quarter the Bengals  
had a 
good 
game 
and half 
of the 
3rd 
quarter 
but once 
it got to 
the 4th 
quarter 
the 
Rams 
took 
over.    

Some may say the referees cheated 
for the Rams, and called unneces-
sary flags while they were playing, 
but there was a lack of time (30 
seconds left ).  

    The halftime was old school, 
and everyone enjoyed it; some 
were even surprised. Most parents 
knew the rappers or singers who 

were 
perform-
ing, such 
as Dr. 
Dre, 
Snoop 
Dogg, 
Jhene 
Aiko, 
and  
Kendrick 
Lamar. 
They all 
had great 
perfor-

mances, and had the crowd  hyped 
up. It was amazing. 
    Some people think that the Ben-
gals had a good game.    
   “The Bengals played great, but 

could have done better,” indicated 
Alexis Martin, Western Hills High 
School 9th grade student. This 
proves that the Bengals had a great 
game at the Super Bowl. 
   Some people agree that the Ben-
gals had a good game.  
   “The Bengals played okay, but 
could have done way better,” illus-
trated Zion Watkins, Western Hills 
freshmen student.  
   Although some people say the 
Bengals played great, others disa-
gree.  
   “They had too many mistakes,” 
says Western Hills freshmen stu-
dent, Jamir Sorrells.  
   In conclusion,  the Bengals are a 
great football team although some 
may  disagree. They had a good game 
for 2021-2022. Made it to the Super 
bowl and only lost by the 3 points but 
overall had a good play and made 
Cincinnati proud to be a Bengals fan 
and represent them. Even though the 
Bengals didn’t win the Super bowl, 
they still tried their best and made it 
to the Super Bowl. 

(Photo courtesy of 
https://www.cincyjungle.com/2021/8/30/22643351/bengals-53-

man-roster-projection-final-prediction ) 
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By Aiden Schlueter, ’22    
 
   In just a few months, I will be leav-
ing for boot camp.  To get prepared for 
the day that I ship off for boot camp, I 
go to Physical Training (PT) every 
Wednesday. An ordinary PT contains 
a lot of running and carrying heavy 
weight and the recruiters screaming in 
are faces to prepare us when the drill 
instructors get in are faces at boot 
camp and whenever the speak to us we 
have to scream a response of “I sir,” 
“no sir,” or “yes sir” and if you do not 
give 110% at PT they make it harder at 
the next one but when they make it 
harder they rely on use to keep people 
going and not to let the give up. 
   It takes a lot to be a Marine. 
  Ssgt-Vela informed me, ” Honestly 
just a positive mental attitude, guts and 
constructing a mindset to never give 
up, never quit, alway get and try again 
even if you're knocked down.” 

   Boot camp is very difficult. I can 
already see this from my experience in 
PT.   
   Ssgt-Carrington says,  “The mental 
aspect of being gone for 13 weeks.” 

   Why are the Marines better than any 
other branch of the military? 

   Ssgt-Rodregez tells me, “It is the 
hardest branch to be qualified for, We 
are more of an organization than a 
branch, we are a family not just one 
member of the military.”  
   I can tell that the Marines are better 
than any other branch in the military  

 
 
because they are a family and if one 
member of the family goes down eve-
ryone is there to help that one person 
out. 
   What is the Marine Corp motto? 

   Ssgt-Vela replies, “Semper Fidelis 
(Latin for always faithful) but my mot-
to is to get comfortable with being un-
comfortable.” 

   What makes you keep going when 
things get tough as a Marine? 

   Ssgt-Richerdson responds, “the peo-
ple! We are a different bread and look 
out for one another like no other.” 

   Why do very few people come to the 
Marines to enlist over any other 
branch in the military? 

   Ssgt-Carrington says, ”they want an 
easy way in life and the Marines are 
not easy.” 

   The Marines have the longest boot 
camp compared to the rest. 
   Ssgt- Rodregez states,  “Marine 
Corps boot camp is longer than the 
rest because if you don't join the Ma-
rines you become one and it takes 
longer to adapt.” 

   This is why people keep dropping 
out of boot camp and why this is so 
important to me.  
   It also impacts me a lot when people 
keep dropping out of boot camp be-
cause the Marines are one of the small-
est branches in the military to this day. 
 
 
 

Memories of the WHHS Cheerleading Team 

By Jashawn Williams, ‘22 
 
  Being on the cheer team has put 
a lot of memories in my mind 
that I will cherish forever. From 
smashing on some good food our 
coach made for us before the 
game, to just sitting around talk-
ing for hours about any and eve-
rything.   Being around a group 
of people 2-3 times a week, you 
just had no chance to not open 
up to them.  
   According to Kobie Williams, 
our newest and most sweet  
coach on the Western Hills 
cheerleading team, her favorite 
memory that she  can think of is, 
“the second football game this 
past season. We played Deer 
Park but it was raining so we 
were waiting for the rain to stop 
and we had a session. It was so 
fun and allowed the squad and 
the coaches to be themselves and 
bring some joy to that rainy 
day”.    
   According to Shaunte Stokes, 
our fashionable and caring head 
coach on the Western Hills  

 
cheerleading team,  most favorite 
memory is ,”senior night 2020. I 

really went all out for the class 
and sent them out with a bang. 
People still talk about that night. 
My other one was this past foot-
ball game against Hughes this 
past season. It was the best game 
I coached. The team did phe-
nomenal and gave their all with-
out having to do “diss cheers”.  

 
They showcased straight skills”.  
    To be a team, you not only 

have to look like one and sound 
like one, but to act as one 
   So if one of us messes up, then 
we all mess up and face those 
consequences together. “There’s  
no I, me, my, mine, only we, us 
and our”. That's our motto, and 
something we follow everyday. 
   Being on this team has taught  

 
me a lot of life lessons that I will 
carry out while I'm living. And 
the person that I can really thank 
for giving me this experience is 
Mrs. Stokes. She has helped me 
alot, in ways where I can't even 
repay her. I am glad to have her 
in my life and someone that I 
will always be able to go to 
when I need to talk to someone.  
   As the basketball list  games 
get shorter and shorter, the more 
I start to go over memories in my 
mind. I never thought that I 
would be on the cheerleading 
team. Especially being a leader 
in my first year, to being a cap-
tain in my last. This is definitely 
a bitter-sweet moment- a moment 
that I will make sure my last goes 
out with a bang. I want to be re-
membered as that boy who was 
fearless, a leader, sweet, caring, 
intelligent, adventurous, and a 
performer for everyone. 
   With me being on the cheer 
team, this has given me the floor 
to show just that.  
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Worrying About Body Image 
By Skilar Southard, ’25  
 
   Girls and them worrying about their body image is a 
big problem in life right now. Approximately 91% of 
women are unhappy with their bodies and resort to diet-
ing to achieve their ideal body shape. Unfortunately, 
only 5% of women naturally possess the body type often 
portrayed by Americans in the media. 
(Dosomething.org) Most girls starve themselves because 
they want their bodies to look perfect for guy’s and so-
cial media. Personally, I want my body to look good 
because I’ve always felt like if I don’t, no one will like 
me. 
   Some girls that have problems with body image can 
cause problems like body image is closely linked to self-
esteem. Low self-esteem in adolescents can lead to eat-
ing disorders, early sexual activity, substance use and 
suicidal thoughts. (Dosomething.org) Personally I know 

that eating disorders are bad because I have one. I will 
go 1 to 2 days without eating and some days I have to 
force myself to eat even when I don't want to. 
   Some girls end up having eating disorders and some 
bad side effects from having an eating disorder is,Eating 
disorders can lead to an array of physical effects, both 
minor and severe. Dry skin, lost muscle mass, brittle hair 
and nails, and extreme thinness are some of the more 
obvious physical symptoms. However, eating disorders 
can also cause further physical conditions, such as Type 
II diabetes and pancreatitis. Other long-term, physical 
effects of eating disorders can include, Heart problems, 
Dehydration and Malnutrition, Slowed Brain Function, 
Gastroparesis, Decreased Hormone Levels, Hypother-
mia, Deterioration of Esophagus and Teeth 
(Dosomething.org).  
    It’s sad that 40-60% of elementary school girls are 
concerned about their weight or about becoming “too 
fat” (now.org). The kids in elementary school are be-

tween ages 5-11 years old. Research suggests that chil-
dren as young as 3 years old can have body image issues 
(familydoctor.org).  
   Only 10% of people suffering from an eating disorder 
will seek professional help. (dosomething.org) Most peo-
ple don’t seek help because they think they will get judged 
or stereotyped about their bodies. So they keep to them-
selves and sometimes keeping it in can cause depression. 
   Personally when someone says something about me I 
take it to heart and I start to hate whatever they said about 
me, for example my stomach and my wrists. In this world 
you are either too skinny, too fat, too flat, or have too 
much to show you can never be perfect in this world. 
Someone always has something to say even if it hurts 
someone's feelings.  
   Overall, body image is something that people, espe-
cially girls, deal with in life. Despite what people think 
and say about your body image it shouldn’t matter what 
they think but what you think about it. 

 By Travis Tucker, ‘25 
 
   Foster care is good for kids and 
the community and could change 
a lot of lives. According to iFos-
ter’s article 6 Quick Statistics On 
The Current State Of Foster Care 
almost 424,000 are put into foster 
care a year with the median age 
being 6 ½. According to npr.org 
The number of cases of chil-
dren entering the foster care 
system due to parental drug 
use has more than doubled 
since 2000. It's unfair that young 
people have bad parents and 
don't have a chance to have a 
childhood and foster care can 
change that and give them a fami-
ly. 
    Foster care is really good for 
giving kids better situations. If the 
kid was put in a better home 

 and the parents cared about 
them more that could help aca-
demically and them staying out of 
 trouble. Someone could be put in 
a better neighborhood that is 
“quiet and barely anyone  
outside” (Tucker) which he or she 
may like better.It could also help 
them get into outside activities 
that weren't available in their prior 
neighborhood. 
    It's also good because it could 
make them feel normal and wel-
comed. Foster homes give kids 

someone they can talk, listen, and 
laugh with. Also you may still have 
a chance to be put with your sib-
lings. For example my brother 
(Tucker) was with his two broth-
ers. It could also help them make 
new friends in or out of school.  
   Foster care could also give kids 
better learning and career opportuni-
ties. For example if this kid was 
placed in a home with better schools 
it could help him or her learn better. 
Also It could also help them with their 
future and what they want to be when 
they grow up. Another example is 
being in a better school could help for 
sports. For example if someones old 
school didn't have a sports team that 
they wanted to play but their new 
school did then that could be good for 
them. 

   But not everyone agrees that foster 
care is good. Some may say it's bad 
because kids don't get to grow up 
with their real parents. However, it's 
the parents' fault that they got their 
kids in that situation. Others may ar-
gue that its not good for the kid be-
cause they would lose friends which 
is true but, he or she still has a 
chance to make new friends and 
meet new people 

   In conclusion, these are the rea-
sons why I say that foster care is 
good. It gives kids better situa-
tions. It could make them feel nor-
mal and welcomed. Also it gives 
kids better learning and career 
opportunities. Some may disa-
gree, which is perfectly okay. 

By Travis Tucker, ’25 
    
   Poverty in Cincinnati has been the worst it 
has ever been in the past couple of years. 
Before the 2010s Cincinnati was at the 10th 
spot for highest poverty rates and dropped 
to the top 5 during the upcoming years. It’s 
an issue that our mayor and community 
should come together and fix. 
   Many people may wonder how it got so 
bad. Well, one reason may be because of 
Covid.  Covid has put a lot of stress on the 
world. Not only did it cause lots of deaths, 
but it also caused so many businesses to 
shut down and people to lose their jobs. 
Fewer people working make more business-
es shut down and more people go into pov-
erty. Not only are people losing jobs there 
are fewer jobs available so people without 
jobs cannot find any. 
   With poverty being so bad how do people 
get around it? Most people live with others 
like friends or family.   
   “I hopped from house to house for about 
six months,” a staff member from West 
High said. This is so that they would have 
fewer bills to worry about spending less 
money. 
    An interviewee of mine Starr Mosley 
said, ”I have never been homeless but I have 
lived with someone other than my parents.” 
   Some ways our mayor can make poverty 
in Cincinnati better is to raise the minimum 
wage though it can cause people to lose 
their jobs and could help with poverty.  
   A staff member from West High suggests 
that he or she “should advocate for afforda-
ble housing options since the housing mar-
ket is so expensive.”   I agree with this be-
cause if the homes are too expensive for the 
people to live in it's going to cause more 

homeless people.  
   My sister Starr Mosley suggests that he or 
she “should also lower the costs of living 
but also lower the cost of renting homes and 
clean the neighborhoods.”   
   I agree with lowering the cost of living 
and renting but I feel like cleaning and 
keeping the neighborhood clean is the citi-
zens job since they live there. 
   Holly Irby a Algebra teacher says that 
“they should lower medical insurance and 
help people find meaningful jobs”. 
   Now some ways our community or the 
people can do is help others and keep the 
community safe and clean.  
   Irby says “we should provide nicer living 
conditions and reduce crime in the commu-
nity.” 
    I agree 100% especially about reducing 
crime. It only benefits and is easy as long as 
the people listen but would only happen if 
the community tries the mayor.  
   A staff member from West High thinks 
we should “stop genifying downtown and 
allow people that were convicted of felonies 
to work to improve their situation.” 
   Now even though hiring someone who 
was once in jail is risky I don’t think it's 
important to let someone start over, espe-
cially depending on what they did. Also to 
stop gentrifying Downtown would be huge 
since it only makes the homes more expen-
sive and doesn't give lower income people a 
chance. 
   In conclusion, poverty in Cincinnati is so 
bad especially in the past couple of years 
since it's only gotten worse. I got bad be-
cause of Covid with people losing their jobs 
and business shutting down meaning people 
can find jobs.  
 

Poverty in Cincinnati  
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Youssouf Diallo, ’25   
 
   Social psychology defines a stereo-
type as a generalized belief about a 
particular category of people. It is an 
expectation that people might have 
about every person of a particular 
group. A widely held but fixed and 
oversimplified image or idea of a par-
ticular type of person or thing.     Ste-
reotype is  to believe unfairly that all 
people or things with a particular 
characteristic are the same. The racial 
stereotypes of early American history 
had a significant role in shaping atti-
tudes toward African-Americans dur-
ing that time. Images of the Sambo, 
Jim Crow, the Savage, Mammy, Aunt 
Jemimah, Sapphire, and Jezebelle 

may not be as powerful today, yet 
they are still alive. 
   Having different backgrounds could 
lead to misperceiving someone. 
  In the interview, the interviewee 
states “You all have different back-
grounds, practices, and beliefs, and 
this could lead to misperceiving each 
other and more,” says Western Hills 
sophomore, Aniyah  Broadnax. 
   This illustrates that having differ-
ences can lead to falsely judging 
someone by putting a false image or 
subscription on them. 
   Misperceiving someone makes them 
feel like they don’t belong. 
In the interview, the interviewee 
states “Misperceiving someone makes 
them feel excluded like they don’t 

belong,” claims Western Hills fresh-
men, Niylah Hill.  
This indicates that Falsely judging 
someone can make them feel like they 
don’t belong   
   Some people believe that technolo-
gy has not increased racial stereotyp-
ing. 
   “No, because technology can’t 
change how a person is,” 
 replies  Western Hills Senior,  
Miyaishia  Bess. 
This shows that some people think 
that technology has not increased ra-
cial stereotyping 
   Some people believe that stereotyp-
ing should be illegal. 
In the interview, the interviewee 
states “ Stereotyping should be illegal 

because  stereotypes can lead to 
something far more than anger, and 
sadness, it can lead to suicide,” re-
sponds Broadnax. 
   Some people believe that stereotyp-
ing should not be illegal. 
In the interview, the interviewee 
states “ No, because everybody has 
their own opinion it’s a part of free-
dom of speech,” states Bess. 
   In conclusion Stereotyping should 
be illegal because it makes people feel 
left out, and can lead to a person com-
mitting suicide, and because stereo-
type targets a certain group whether 
its based on race, gender, or belief. 
No one deserves to be wrongfully 
misperceived or stereotyped be-
cause of who you are.   

 
 By Jhanien Prim, ’22    

 
    Should teens work while in 
school? Some kids just want to 
work while they're young so that 
they can have money for them-
selves. Someone like me is  a sen-
ior in high school and I chose to 
work because I didn’t want to de-
pend on my parents to support me 
when it came to graduation and 
prom. I want to prove to them that 
as I’m getting older I can manage 
my money. 
   I believe that older high school 
students should be able to work 
while in high school because sen-
iors would have to worry about 
prom, graduation, and maybe their 
eighteenth birthday. Most teens 
parents will not help their child in 
need so someone like me would 
work hard so that I can make it 
happen for myself. So, Pre-adults 
should be able to have a job while 
they’re in school. It will help them 
manage a schedule for future refer-
ences, ability to budget, pay for 
personal expenses and gain more 
experience . 
   Gaining more experience can 
help teens in the long one, It will 
help them be more independent as 

they get older. 
 “A job will 
help your 
teen develop 
confidence,  
a sense of 
responsibil-
ity, and the 
ability to 
work with 
many types 
of people. 
They will 
also develop 
soft skills 
essential for 
their future 
career.” says 
Erik Tritsch. 
This will 
help teens to 
let them 
know that 
they are not 
little anymore, 
It’s reality 
now so you 
can’t horse-
play. There will be responsibilities. 
It would also teach them how to 
manage their time throughout the 
day.  
   Being able to manage your mon-

ey and being 
able to pay for 
what you want 
or need will 
make you feel 
good about 
yourself. 
“Working as a 
teenager has 
the obvious 
benefit of earn-
ing money to 
spend and 
save. But more 
than a simple 
influx of cash, 
working allows 
teens to appre-
ciate the value 
of money and 
what it means 
to earn a dol-
lar. Working 
teens learn an 
important fi-
nancial lesson 
about how 
much people 

really earn per hour”, says Nashica 
McRath. This shows that teens can 
easily make money but spend it at 
the same time. It will teach them to 
take responsibility with their mon-

ey. 
    Western Hills senior Josh An-
drews is a working student. I asked 
him “How do you manage your 
time?”  
   He said, “Honestly I think about 
my future like a lot, I see how oth-
ers mess up their plans for some-
thing so small and I don't want to 
end up like them. So I make sure 
to put in the time now so that I 
could have a better future.”  
   Others who might disagree will 
say that they believe that high school 
students work tedious jobs and that a kid 
would drop out, miss days of school and 
work more days at work. But, a student 
who’s about their money and education 
wouldn't have a problem with working 
while in school. 

   Teens should have a job while 
they're in school. It will help them 
become who they want to be. It 
will help them set a short/long 
term goal. Either way when some-
one is making their own money 
and no one is telling them how to 
spend their money. They will real-
ize that soon they will have re-
sponsibilities to take care of 
whether it’s bills or even a kid. So, 
I believe that teens should be able 
to work in high school.  

Stereotypes and Their Influences 

The Positives of Teenagers Working 
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By Ciarra Swain, ’24 
    
   "Truth is stranger than fiction, 
but it is because fiction is obliged 
to stick to possibilities; Truth is-
n't." A spoken quote from Ameri-
can Writer, Mark Twain. Truth 
and fiction are two completely 
different things, but so similar at 
the same time. People may misin-
terpret others' truths as their fic-
tion, and vice versa, leading you 
to wonder where the line between 
truth and fiction is drawn. The 
distinction between fact and fic-
tion is simply a matter of com-
mon sense. 
   Some people's truths may be 
other people's fiction, making all 
this being revolved around their 
point of view. For example, an 
older person may not believe the 
same inputs or outputs as younger 
teens or adults because they grew 
up in different times, which 
makes their perspectives and be-
liefs different. Thus meaning that 
they believe see that as a truth 
while others see it as fiction. 
“What happens from everyone’s 
point of view is only one person's 

feelings or thoughts. In other 
words, what they think happened 
isn’t always the truth. Only their 
truth,” Nora Khatir, a sophomore 
at Hughes STEM High School 
stated. This 
then gives 
more of 
how every-
thing could 
just poten-
tially be the 
perspec-
tives of 
some, mak-
ing the line 
between 
Truth and 
Fiction a person’s sense.  
   Social Media on the other hand 
gives off information on whether 
what they see is the truth or the 
truth but it is really fiction. Peo-
ple then start to believe what is 
not actually real. Media has vari-
ous platforms and those platforms 
may not always tell the truth. The 
article “The blurry line between 
fact and fiction” constructed by 
Blacke Morgan in 2015 says, “In 
social media it’s often hard to tell 

what is real and what is scripted. 
There’s the customer who made 
viral history by yelling at the staff 
of a kebab house. She seems gen-
uinely angry, but some say it was 

a fabricated 
cautionary 
tale. With 
more than 
six million 
views and a 
heavily en-
gaged audi-
ence, it’s 
generated a 
lot of posi-
tive conver-
sation about 

bad customer behavior. So does it 
matter if the video was ‘real’ or 
not?” Given the quote from the 
article, Social Media is based on 
what they hear, see, or think. 
Meaning it may not even be true. 
   There is no doubt that the dif-
ference between truth and fiction 
is quite reasonably assumed to 
depend on whether stuff is in-
vented or factually reliable. The 
main factor that alters the line 
between fact and fiction is wheth-

er or not it has been proven, prov-
en enough to where it is a fact. 
Davionte Elliott, a sophomore at 
Western Hills University High 
School states that, “The main dif-
ference between truth and fiction 
is that the facts of the world are 
mostly made up of results or it 
being proven. This means that 
fiction is just our imagination and 
facts are just proof that the state-
ment (s) were true.” This then 
gives the perspective that truth is 
fiction until it is proven a fact. 
   Some may say that Truth and 
Fiction does have a definite solid 
line because of the world today 
and how it works. For example, 
everyone knows that there are 12 
months of a year. That’s a solid 
truth, right? However, when it 
comes to fiction, we never know 
what’s 100% made up or true. All 
we know is the proven truth. 
   As one can see, the line be-
tween truth and fiction is, sense. 
Sense that we, everybody, has. 
Fact and Fiction only depend on 
what we want to believe and then 
what everyone believes.   

 By G’Aria Morrison, ‘23 
 
  Growing up people told us to go 
to college but they never gave us 
an explanation on why it is im-
portant to gain higher education 
and the purpose of education.  
   A college is a place of higher 
learning after high school that 
provides education and grants 
degrees or certification. A col-
lege education is another oppor-
tunity to help you become suc-
cessful, either financially or mor-
ally dependent on the goals that 
you set for your life. You will be 
able to choose a college program 
for the major of your choice, 
where you will specialize and 
receive a degree. I choose this 
topic because I want to under-
stand other people's opinions on, 
is college education necessary 
and why they feel this way. In 
my opinion, a college education 
is necessary for certain circum-
stances. For example, an elevator 
installer and repairer get paid 
$88,540 a year! That’s more than 
most jobs that require a college 
degree. 
   Why is college important? Col-
lege is important because college 
gives you the opportunity to meet 
new people of different back-
grounds with unique interests, 
increasing your chances of con-
necting with people in your po-

tential career field. College also 
grants you the benefits of gaining 
knowledge, the encouragement of 
discovering new passions, and so 
much more! In the Prowler 
online newspaper, Mark said“ 
College is important for many 
reasons including long-term fi-
nancial gain, job stability, career 
satisfaction and success outside 

of the workplace” (Winchester, 
1/10/20). This shows why college 
is important. Furthermore, col-
lege is not for everyone. Every-
one will not have the mindset to 
go to college.  
   Do you think financial stability 
is a problem attending college? 
”Yes, because some people do 
not have the opportunity to get a 

scholarship like some other stu-
dents, but may still want to ex-
perience the college atmos-
phere”. (Ke’Orland Harrison) 
This is one of the most common 
problems for college students. 
Students with fewer money wor-
ries perform better in college 
and are more likely to graduate, 
while financially stressed stu-
dents have lower grades and are 
more likely to drop. This shows 
one problem with attending col-
lege. 
    Is a college education neces-
sary? I personally believe col-
lege is necessary for certain cir-
cumstances. Some may say col-
lege is necessary if you want to 
become a nurse, doctor, archi-
tect, etc. However, there’s no 
right or wrong answer. Others 
may argue that college is not 
necessary because a lot of fa-
mous people are rich and suc-
cessful without going to college. 

For example, Mark Zuckerberg 
created Facebook, Steve Wozni-
ak is the Co-founder of Apple 
Inc. Apple I and Bill Gates 
founded the world’s largest soft-
ware business. They were never 
enrolled in college or never com-
pletely finished college but they 
still became successful.  
 
    
 

Is College Education Necessary? 

 

"Truth is stranger 
than fiction, but it is 

because fiction is 
obliged to stick to 
possibilities; truth 

isn't."  

(Photo courtesy of https://www.alivecenter.org/redefining-college-
pressure/ ) 

https://www.alivecenter.org/redefining-college-pressure/
https://www.alivecenter.org/redefining-college-pressure/
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By Asia Crawford, ‘22.  
 
   We’ve recently been going through a pan-
demic that shut the whole world down. Schools 
had to go virtual and students have struggled 
with being online. Masks became mandatory 
and businesses had to be shut down due to a 
lack of customers.   
   Students struggled during this pandemic with 
online classes. Students had felt unmotivated 
even when they didn’t want to fail. We had so 
many responsibilities outside of school with no 
help or guidance at times. No help from teach-
ers when needed individual help and Students 
also were not able to talk to counselors at 
times. I asked Simone overall how she felt dur-
ing the shut down due to Covid 19, “great but 
tired” she said. Students loved being at home 
at first, getting the experience. After 2 weeks 
students began to hate staying at home all 
day, every day. 
   With Covid cases spiking high the city went 
on lockdown. People lost money and busi-
nesses and got used to doing nothing although 
there were a lot of benefits like government 
money. People used that money as if they'd 
won the lottery. People have lost family to 
Covid usually older or people with health disa-
bilities. Students were bummed they didn’t get 
to have the proper senior year or graduation 

they wanted and had to spend their summer in 
the house for the most part. People going 
around with masks like the movies which we 
never saw coming. People are scared and 

freaking out. 
   Not just schools went virtual but a lot of res-
taurants began to do everything online and 
jobs became at-home jobs and everything 
electrical and hands-free. No motivation, hard 
times waking up and getting out of the bed 
when that’s all we did and got used to. Pro-
crastination was a big thing and I had a hard 
time doing work. 

   School is where a lot of students got their 
help and food. Some people depended on the 
school for their meals. Some students went to 
school to escape from home. And not just stu-
dents but it was hard for teachers to control 
who got up and logged on to class, who turned 
their cameras on, and actually did their work. 
   A lot of adults have tried to speak for stu-
dents and say that they chose not to get up for 
school and do the work and that online should 
be better for us because we’re at home. A lot 
of people say students don’t do anything and 
have nothing to complain about until they’ve 
become adults. As someone who has experi-
enced online schooling, I felt so unmotivated. 
And at one point I felt like it was my fault like 
maybe I was a failure. But after a while, I saw 
that I wasn’t the only one and that my friends 
and even my sisters felt the same way. I want-
ed to figure out a way for all of us to get back 
on track and support each other. 
   Staying home all day and every day gave us 
no energy at all. Getting up and going to 
school and being in the environment was like, 
“okay get work done” whereas at home was 
more like chill, eat, and sleep. Teens have a 
right to feel overwhelmed even if they’ve only 
seen the world for 10 to 18 years, they go 
through so many changes and can be so con-
fused at times, especially this year with Covid 

The Burdens of Birth Control 
Skilar Southard, ‘24 
 
   According to the CDC, the per-
cent of women aged 15-49 current-
ly using the pill: 14.0% (2015-
2019).  
   The birth control pill is used to 
prevent pregnancy. It contains hor-
mones that block the release of 
eggs from the ovaries. Most birth 
control pills include estrogen and 
progestin. Also called oral contra-
ceptive pill (National Cancer Insti-
tute). 
   There are many controversies 
surrounding if schools should pro-
vide Birth Control pills to students. 
   According to English teacher 
Kara Haddix,”[it] should be a 

healthcare provider.”  
   Western Hills has its own health 
center where students can get ser-
vices such as this. 
   Yolanda Lawson, ninth grade 
math teacher believes “if the 
school has a health base clinic or a 
nurse practitioner should be able to 
provide birth control with parent 
consent.” 
   Other opinions may vary, like 
Freshman Vantee (Braydon) 
Meng. 
   “Just in case a student wants to 
make a mistake it would already be 
offered to them,” Meng states. 
   Another question to consider is 
should students be of a certain age 
to take birth control? 

   Lawson reptiles, “perhaps 15 or 
16 years of age. I started birth con-
trol around that age to help with 
my menstrual cycle.” 
   However other opinions are out 
there. 
   In contrast Meng replied, 
“around the age of 18 would be a 
good time because it is the legal 
age when they can start and birth 
control would be there at the right 
time.” 
   Sexual activity for teens is a 
huge responsibility, so Haddix 
thinks that taking birth control 
should only happen “whenever 
[teens] are ready for the conse-
quences.” 
   Should parents be informed 

about this? 
   Lawson states, “Yes parents 
should be informed what prescrip-
tions are given to their children.” 
   In addition Meng states,”\ “Parents 
should know because now at that 
point they should take notes on their 
child's actions.” 
   Do you think birth control should be 
provided without prescription? 
   Haddix states, “No Birth control has 
a lot of potential side effects and you 
should know the risks if you're taking 
multiple prescriptions.”  
   But other opinions may vary like 
when Meng states,  “I think teen-
age girls should be offered birth 
control without a prescription be-
cause it can now be easily obtaina-
ble and easy to access and use.” 
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Does free time differ between men and women? 
Dynastee Johnson, ‘24 
 
   Why do you think the different 
genders spend their time differ-
ently? According to the website 
The Swaddle, “The amount of 
time men spend on leisure activ-
ities is different from the time 
women devote to them, a study 
has found.”  
   A researcher did an assessment 
with 869 Spanish men and women. 
Between the ages of 18 and 24. 
Men clocked in approximately 113 
minutes of daily leisure activities. 
Women spent only 101 minutes 
engaging in them per day.  

   Females and males spend 
their time differently  
   “They both have different things 
that they do in their life,” says Kyla 
Thomas, a student from Taft.  
   Interests can determine free time 
as well.   
   “They spend their time differently 
because of their interests,” replies 
Da’Niya Jones, my sister. 
   Men spend an hour and fifteen 
minutes per day more than women 
doing work or work-related activi-
ties. Men have around fifteen more 
minutes of leisure time than females 
do. 
   What gender does not use their 
time wisely?.  

   For example, Jones states that 
“most males choose to go to a 
party rather than finishing a pro-
ject.”  Harris agrees by saying 
that “some males just sit on their 
behinds and do nothing for a  

 
living.” 
   Who is more productive/active 
during this time?   
   “Females. They are more pro-
ductive and responsible than 
males,” says Jones. 
   Women usually work harder than 
men. Both male and females are 
able to finish 66% of the work that 
gets assigned. Women are as-

signed about 10% more work. 
    Who has less leisure/free 
time?  
   It depends on the type of male 
or female you are. Females 
have less leisure time. This is 
because if we look at it from a 
mothers perspective, most 
mom’s do it all by themself.  
   People spend their free time 
differently.   
   “Mostly eating or watching my 
nephew,” says Thomas. 
   However, some are more pro-
ductive that others.   
   “I spend my free time with school, 
work, and sports,” says Harris. 
Could you be more productive?  
   “Yes, I could be more productive,” 
says Jones. “I would say I’m pretty 
productive,” says Harris. 

   It’s important to be productive 
because it gives you energy to get 
things done or get up in the morn-
ing. If you aren’t productive you can 
start to get lazy and not be happy. 
Being less productive can change 
your life and you can lack the things 

that are important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Carnaisha Hankins, ’22 
    
   K-Pop is Korean pop music. It has 
taken this generation by storm and 
has become normalized, but how 
did this happen? When did it hap-
pen? That will all be discussed here. 
   Aiylah Hankins, eighth-grader at 
Lockland Middle School, says that 
she started listening to K-Pop dur-
ing the beginning of the pandemic 
in 2020. Amiah Hubbard, senior at 
Western Hills University High 
School, says that she started listen-
ing to K-Pop in 2019. Sabrina 
Baker, senior at Western Hills Uni-
versity High School, says that she 
started during the summer of 2018.  
   As you can see, a typical teen has-
n’t listened to K-Pop in their early 
years; it started recently. This could 
be because K-Pop wasn’t really 
popular in America until BTS blew 
up. Now, you hear K-Pop on regular 
radio stations. BTS is the biggest K-
Pop group right now. They won 
Grammys and other awards in Ko-
rea. It is my sister’s, Aiylah’s, fa-
vorite group. There are many other 
Korean artists that are reaching 
America as well. 
   There is a side to Korea that is 
less talked about, however. There is 

a specific beauty standard in place, 
expectations, and limits on the pri-
vate lives of celebrities. There is a 
dating ban that prohibits idols from 
dating. They will be cyberbullied, 
harassed, and maybe even removed 
from a company if they are caught. 
Hubbard says that this is ridiculous. 
I agree with this. Idols are human at 
the end of the day and deserve the 
freedom to live however they want. 
   Another issue is the fetishization of 
young girls. Idols are typically told to 
wear “cutesy” clothes and sing in a 
young voice. The “schoolgirl” persona 
is pushed onto them. Some of the wom-
en dress like kids. This could be dam-
aging to young girls because they could 
become a bigger target for creepy men. 
    There is also so much to like 
when it comes to K-Pop. Baker 
likes the story behind the music. 
Hankins only enjoys the videos. 
Hubbard is fascinated by concepts, 
videos, and the fun in the music. As 
you can see, the videos are mainly 
what’s enjoyable. They are visually 
appealing and cinematic. It is good 
to expand your knowledge on dif-
ferent things and I would recom-
mend you to actually take your time 
listening to K-Pop. 

K-Pop Takes Generation by Storm 
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By Ze’Ryah Oliver, ’23  

   The suicide rate in the US for 
teens ages, 15-19 has in-
creased severely in the last few 
years (2017-2021). The number 
of deaths per year in the US by 
suicide is more than 100,000 in 
teens.   

  The healthiest states that 
have had the least amount of 
suicides are Massachusetts, 
and New Jersey with 5.4%. 
While the Least healthiest state 
is Alaska with 44.9%. Those 3 
states alone in the US have a 
rate of 50.3% of teen suicides 
but where is the other 49.7%?  
The other 49.7% is actually 
New York 8.3%, Ohio 15.1% 
with 3% being the City of Cin-
cinnati, Michigan 14.3%, and 
Virginia with 12% exactly. Now 
that’s not every state of the US 
therefore, even though the rate 
is 100% right now by just 7 
states the Suicide Teen Heath 
line and Healthcare has ex-
pressed that the teen suicide 
rate is no longer measured by 
percentage due to the increase 
and amount of teen suicides 
day by day, but if it was meas-
ured by percentage it would 
have to measure to 300% if it 
was every state of the US. It is 
extremely important to know 
that some of our own popula-
tion here in Cincinnati is effect-
ed by depression, abuse, ne-
glect and suicidal ideation and 
it’s also important to know the 
signs and how you could try 
and help someone else. 

    Here at Westwood High 
School, I, Ze’Ryah Oliver inter-
viewed 2 teachers and 1 stu-
dent to see their beliefs and 
personal views on the teen sui-
cide rate in the US and in Cin-
cinatti OH.  

   Student Mercedes Rinck, 17 
years old, Junior at Western 
Hills High School believes that 
teens dealing with home issues 
and social issues tend to have 
school relationships strained or 
focus issues on school work 
and social problems at school.  

   She feels that home issues 
being brought to school has a 
really big impact on school rela-
tionships and their learning abil-
ity and mindset while at school. 
She confided in the fact that 

some teens do not speak up 
about abuse, neglect , or being 
bullied at school because they 
might be scared.  

   She feels that showing a way 
to care for those teens is con-
versation, understanding, in-
cluding them in friend groups or 
social groups, and listening to 
them is a way to help in some 
way and a way to let those 
teens know that they have sup-
port and they have a purpose.  

    Then I interviewed Stephen 
Colyer or “Coach Colyer” on the 
subject, 11th and 12th grade 
credit recovery teacher.  He be-
lieved that a lot of teens do not 
speak up about abuse, or being 
bullied because as a teenager 
anything that’s not “normal” is 
frowned upon by peers and I 
agree with his statement.   

   But my question to our peers 
is, what is normal? Are we go-
ing to normalize teen silence? 
Are students that struggle with 
depression, anxiety, bullying, or 
abuse not normal or is it just 
society telling us that it’s not ok 
to struggle or not normal to feel 
those emotions of wanting to 
get out?  

   High School is supposed to 
be a safe place where we as 
teens get ready to go to col-
lege, graduate, or be on our 
own, so why is it ok to judge 
other students for issues that 
they cannot change or avoid 
when they leave the school?  

   Everyone does not have to be 
friends and everyone does not 
have to talk but, respect and 
socialization with other students 
goes a long way. Colyer also 
had an understanding of teens 
being uncomfortable in their 
own skin and how students are 
trying to fit in and figure out 
who they are, and by doing 
that, peer pressure is at its 
highest.  

   With teens struggling to fit in 
they seem to observe how their 
friends and peers act just so 
nobody sees them as an out-
cast or “Not Normal.” So, in oth-
er words if having the nicest 
clothes or the most expensive 
shoes is what's being observed 
then usually it causes us teens 
to follow in the footsteps of 
what we observe from our 

peers. 

    I have personally seen what 
peer pressure and peer obser-
vation can do. As teens when 
we feel outcast or like we need 
an object, item, or certain char-
acter trait to be seen like our 
peers, then we do anything to 
get it. Sometimes we work for it, 
and sometimes we go out of 
our way to steal or sell our 
things for it. 

  Then my last interview was 
Christopher Kilne, AP and 10th 
Grade English, Creative writing 
teacher. Kline was asked his 
personal view on what the teen 
suicide rate is and why right 
now in this decade it’s been at 
its highest and Kline had an-
swered saying, he believes the 
pandemic has played a role in 
the numbers being high be-
cause that socialization that we 
are used to as teenagers was 
now only the internet and in 
house.   

   With that being said the num-
bers increased dramatically be-
cause when teens have no 
space away from their issues at 
home like abuse, and neglect, 
then they sometimes indulge in 
risky behaviors at home like 
drugs.  

   Teen overdose suicides dur-
ing the pandemic were the 
most drastic leading cause of 
suicide in the world not just the 
US. With the pandemic those 
teens had nobody that they 
could confide in unless it was 
online and some teens didn’t 
even have that. So because 
those teens were unable to get 
away from their current situa-
tion because of the pandemic 
that depression and anxiety 
was a common thought.  

   Kline's other personal opinion 
and personal observation from 
being a teacher is that, a lot of 
teens struggling with their iden-
tity and sexual orientation seem 
to have a large suicide rate be-
cause of societies views and 
personal biases on the 
LGBTQ+ community.  

   I fully believe that statement 
and personal view of Kline's, 
because to our peers it isn’t 
“normal” and a lot of our peers 
refuse to accept or normalize 
being a part of, or having 

friends that are a part of the 
LGBTQ+ community. A lot of 
our peers also do not under-
stand and instead of trying to 
understand they make assump-
tions or they make fun because 
it’s a part of “fitting in” or being 
“normal” but that's not normal to 
degrade or bully other teens for 
who they are and what they 
like.  

   Sexism, and Homophobia in 
High School has a bigger im-
pact than our peers want to ac-
cept and believe. Then our 
peers' normalacies at home are 
usually what they were raised 
to believe by their caregiver or 
parent.  

   For example, if I was raised in 
a home where my parents are 
sexist, then usually it’s a belief 
passed down to when I have 
children but I am able to 
change that and think on my 
own or get an understanding on 
my own if I choose to.  

     Accepting, Understanding, 
Caring, and being inclusive of 
our peers here at Western Hills 
High School is a humongous 
way to create change or help 
create change. It might not 
change in a day or a week and 
it might not even change the 
city or the world but, attempting 
to and trying is just enough 
here at Western Hills High.  

   We as a school are a unity, 
so let's work together, teachers 
and students to make every-
one's High School experience 
something special that can be 
looked back on as memories.  

   Let's make 2021-2022 a year 
of openness and acceptance. If 
you see a peer upset or maybe 
alone, let's involve them, let's 
normalize our peers being able 
to speak up and have friend-
ships. Lets normalize the inclu-
sion of everyone! 

   “Our biggest enemy is NOT 
ourselves NOR is it our peers, 
our biggest enemy is society 
and what we have been raised 
to see and believe as GenZer’s 
in this decade.” 

-Ashley Lovelace (2002-2019) 

    


